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Buildings We See 
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There are many different kinds of 
buildings. Think of three buildings that 
you have seen. What do they look like? 
How old are they? What materials are 
they made of? 


How are these buildings different? Which 
do you think is the newest? Why? Which 
do you think is the oldest? Why? 
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A building is not just a place. It is 
something people use. How are the build- 
ings in these pictures being used? What 
are some other ways people can use 


buildings? 
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Buildings may look different because 
they are made from different materials. 
Some buildings are made of brick. Some 
are made of steel. What other materials 
are used to make buildings? 


What is the man doingP What materials 
are being used? What buildings made of 


these materials have you seen? 





Where might this building be built? How 
do you think it might be usedP Have you 


ever seen a building like this? Where? 


79 
[7] 

















Buildings may look different because 
of where they are built. How they look 
can depend upon the shape of the land. 


It can also depend upon the climate. 


Look at the buildings in these pic- 
tures. Why do you think they look differ- 


ent from each other? 


In what ways do these buildings look 
different? Are there any buildings like 
these in your neighborhood? If so, where? 
If not, why not? 
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Buildings are built to fill different 


needs. People need protection from the 


weather. People need a place to sleep. 
What kinds of buildings can fill those 


needs? 


Where would you find buildings like 
these? Have you ever seen any buildings 
like these? If so, where? 








Some buildings fill special needs. 
When people move from place to place, 
they need a special kind of home. What 
kind of building might they live in? 


The buildings in these pictures fill 
special needs. What kinds of buildings 
are shown here? What are some other 


buildings that fill special needs? 


What special needs do these buildings 
fill? 
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Buildings can tell us what some 


people want and like. Some people want 
buildings with lots of glass or with bright 
colors. Some people like buildings with 
straight lines. Others may want decora- 


tions. 
What different kinds of buildings 


have you seen? What kinds of buildings 
do you like? 
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How would you describe these 
buildingsP How are these buildings 
alike? How are they different? 








What kinds of buildings do you see? 

What special needs do these buildings fill? 

Who might you find in these buildings? 

Which of these buildings might you use? When? : 4 
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Much work must be done before a 
building is put up. A site must be picked. 
The site is the place where the building 
will be built. Many questions must be 
asked about the site. Is it large enough? 
Will rain water drain off? Think of other 
questions you would ask about the site. 


The architect will draw plans for the 
new building. He must know how the 
building will be used. What else might 


the architect want to know? 
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The contractor hires workers. He 


also plans what work is to be done every 
day. He sees that the work is done. 


Workmen clear the site. Then they 
dig a large hole for the foundation. The 
foundation is the base on which the build- 
ing rests. Construction workers pour the 
foundation and put up the walls, frame- 
work, and floors. Plumbers put in pipes 
for water and gas. 





What other workers are needed to 
finish the building? 


What do you think the people in these 
pictures are doing? What tools are they 
using? Would you like to do any of these 
jobs? Why or why not? 
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Some old buildings are very run- 
down. But the foundation and the frame- 
work may still be strong. The outside 
walls might also be strong. These parts 
of the building can be repaired. How- 
ever, the inside of the building will be 
torn out and rebuilt. It will be made 


more modern. 


What kinds of workers are needed to 
help rebuild an old building? Do you 
think it is a good idea to rebuild an old 
building? Why or why not? 


What do you think these buildings looked 


like before they were rebuilt? Why do 
buildings get run-down? 
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Some buildings are owned by one 


person or by a group of people. This kind 


of building is called a private building. 


ivate buildings. 


Houses are pr 
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Other buildings are owned by all 
the members of a community. These 
buildings are open to all the people. 
They are called public buildings. A post 
office is one kind of public building. 

What public buildings do you see 
here? Name some public and private 


buildings you have seen. 
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Many people rent the use of build- 
a \ | 
ee ings. They pay the owner money to use 
Vl, ‘ the building for a certain time. People 
- \ can also rent the use of parts of a build- 
mw \ ing, such as offices and apartments. 

\ 

a ‘ Are any of the places shown here 





AF 


rented? Which ones? 


my 


Are people always able to find a place 
to rent? Why or why not? Are people 
always able to rent space in the build- 
ings they own? Why or why not? 
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Tell the order of the next steps. 
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building that you think is nice. Describe it to the 
class. You might want to tell: 
a. What kind of need it fills 
b. What material it is made of 
c. How climate and land made a differ- 
ence in how it looks. 


7 1. Look around your neighborhood. Find a 


2. Collect some of the materials used in Me 
constructing a building. Make a display. If you 
cannot find materials, collect pictures of mate- 
rials. > 


3. Make a class list of all the workers needed i 


to construct a building. Choose one worker to i 
find out about. Tell the class about this worker. . 
Some things you might want to tell are: . 
a. What materials and tools your worker ie 

uses | 


b. How long his job takes. 


4. If possible, visit a construction site. Iden- 
tify the workmen you see there. When you return, 
write a story telling what you saw. 


5. Look through magazines. Find pictures 
of public buildings and private buildings. Make a 
bulletin board display. 
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